FINDING GOD IN THE MIDST OF THE MESS...

Mavhe it's because 't getting older. Mavbe it's because
0 many things seem to be spinning out of caontrol. Mavbe it's
because =so many people seem fearful and our society’, seermns
more and more divided. Maybe the gloom and cold and gray davs
of winter are making things worse. In any case it seems that left to
aur owh dewvises we are making a mess of aur relatonships, aur
society, and our planet. |, for one, don't® like living in a state of
powve Fle ssne ss and anxiety, but good news is often hard to come
by and | sometimes
find myself crying
out “where are You,
J God?

Mavbe it's
about the way one
looks &t things--
f| something like the
story of the
difference between
the optimist and the
pessimist. The
pessimist is given a
pony for his birthid =
and begins to moan
about all the work
he'd have to do to
take care of it. The
optimist walks into
the smelly, filthy barn and rejoices. "with all this manure, there’s
ot to be apony here somewhere ™ Like | said, it could be the lens
I'mm looking through that colors how | see things, Would it be
different if | believed that in the midst of all this apparent chaos,
there’s grace and God is atwork?

spending time with the Scriptures and in praver remminds
me that what is happening is nothing new. People have been in
this place many times before throughout history and though it
rmay not take the current ache away, it gives me confidence that
God never leaves and is always beside us

Like the father of the prodigal son, God allows usto make
our own choices which are often selfish and inconside rate —and
then deal with the consequences. YWhen we begin to regret what
we have done—and sometimes even before because he loves us

didn’t want good things for his enemies so he tried to run from
God. Peterwent back to fishing.

act. Listen to the prophet Hagzai talking to the people of lsrael
about God's
accomplishing this:

weater make adifference in the ocean? It affe cts the drops of water
above, below, and on each side of it—and so can we. And in this
processwe find God has alwavs been with us

It's time to get busell

In spite of our walfling, God stll invites us and calls us to

desire to change things and their role in

Whe i leff amorng you who saw this house inits
Jarmer glory? dad bow do you see it row?

. Nenw be stromg all you peaple of the land—

and WORE! For [ am with you—

Thiz is the commitment I made to you when you came
ot af Egyvpt Ay spirit remains i your midst;

da mat Bar! For s says the LORD af bosts:

I just a little wiile,

Fwill shakes the Bavens and the earts,

e sax and the dry land.

Fwill shake all the pations, 5o fhat the treasures of
all the nations will come in.

And [ will fI this housse with glhn—

says Mee LORD afbosts

Cracier will be the clory of iz howuse than the
Jarmer—says the LORD afhosts;

And in this place Twill give you pesce—

Haggai 2:3-9)

Can ohe person bring about change? Does one drop of

%o off with the gloomy faces and sense of helple ssne ssl

~ Angelasnno

s0 much--God rushes to us, embraces us, doesn't rub our
nosesin it and say | told wou so” and often even uses aur
misste ps and failures to bring about healing —not just for
ourselve s but often for others aswell.

The Big Book of &% savs something very similar::
“l used to think that being an alcoholic was the worst thing
that could happen to me. Mow | realize it's my greatest
gift.” The journey to recovery has often enabled people to
develop a deeper relatonship with God and with others
and what seermed to be disaster has become gift to be
shared.

Each of us has apartto play in changing things for
the better and we all come up with our own excuse s not to
act and trust in God’s promise. We find that heroes from
the Bible were rmuch like us When told she would have a
baby at her advanced agze, Abraham’s wife Sarai laughed..
rose s put condition s on his response to God'scall. “Iheed
to know wour name before | can lead the Israelites out of
Ezvpt.” Jeremish argued that he was too voung (though
schalars tell us he was middle-agzed =t the timel lonah

‘And in this place | will grant peace, declares the
Lord Almighty.”-Haggai 2:9

‘And in this place | w
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